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Introduction of Expletives in Modern Northwest Local Dialect Literature

MO Chao
(Northwest Dialect Research Center of Lanzhou City University, Lanzhou Gansu 730070)

Abstract: A total of 30 expletive terms categorized as 13 species were recorded in the Northwest dialect literatures throughout the
end of Qing Dynasty and the China Republic period. The author learned from the literature’s classification of and discussion on exple-
tive terms that these mood terms contain a wide range of dialects’ tones, which can correspond to at least three grammatical cate-
gories, namely the modal particles, interjections and affix.
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