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Interpersonal Network or Market Network:
A Comparative Study on Social Communication Patterns of Farmers

CAO Yang, PAN H aif eng
( School of Economics, Central China Normal University, Hubei Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract: The social production and communication patterns are the abscissa and ordinate of the
Marxist framework for analyzing social structures. The purpose of this article is to probe into the
development of the social communication patterns of Chinese farmers. Interpersonal network and
market network are two basic patterns for farmers’ social association. The household contract
responsibility in rural China isn’ t to resort to the traditional closed social communication pattern. On
the contrary, it triggers a transition of social communication patterns of Chinese farmers from the
interpersonal network to the market network.

Key words: interpersonal network; market network; farmers; social communication patterns



